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EXPLORING YOUR INTELLECTUAL CURIOSITY 
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   I, like many new LaGuardia 
students, would walk around 
campus with my head down, 
disappointed with myself. 
Every time somebody asked 
where I went to school, I 
would cringe and respond 
softly “LaGuardia Community 
College” and would get a 
response like “oh that’s good” 
as if to spare my feelings. 
Unfortunately, LaGuardia like 
many other community 
colleges nationwide has a 
negative connotation 
associated with it because it 
accepts students who did not 
make it to other private or 
public universities. It accepts 
students who were hit the 
hardest with life. It would be 
wrong to not point out the 
socioeconomic disparity of 
those who attend schools like 
LaGuardia, where 61.8% of 
students who live with their 
families have a family income 
of under $25,000 a year (Fast 
Facts). I fall under this 
demographic and am also an 
underrepresented minority as a 
Latino of Colombian 
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background. This is the story 
of how I let my curiosity lead 
me to success and how I let 
go of the misconception that 
community college students 
were unable to achieve. 
When I enrolled at LaGuardia 
I was two years removed from 
high school and had no clear 
academic direction. I signed 
up for one of the first 
semester cluster courses that 
were centered around a topic 
that I found genuinely 
interesting called “ 
Globalization: You and The 
World.” That was my first 
great decision because I was 
introduced to an abundance of 
great professors and peers. 
The cluster reinforces peer-to-
peer relationships that are 
difficult to come by in a 
school setting like LaGuardia 
by having all the students take 
the same courses. It was 
through this cluster, and 
Professor David Styler, that I 
was presented with the 
opportunity to participate in 
National Model United  
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Honors Biology 115 with Dr. 
Motoike and Honors English 
102 with Dr. Koh the next 
semester. Honors classes 
challenged me and allowed 
me to explore my curiosity.  
This allowed me to quickly 
realize that I had a passion 
and thirst for greater 
understanding of the natural 
world around me. I talked to 
friends and professors about it 
so much that Dr. Koh, my 
literature professor, informed 
me about a summer science 
program at Barnard College. 
Before I knew it, I was 
moving into my dorm room at 
Barnard.  

The Intercollegiate 
Partnership (ICP) program at 
Barnard College of Columbia 
University is a 5-week 
science intensive academic 
program designed to give 16 
curious LaGuardia 
Community College students 
the chance to experience life 
as a student in a four-year  

C O N T I N U E D >>> 
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Nations, an enrichment 
opportunity that is offered to 
students who are interested in 
topics of foreign relations, 
peacekeeping, advocacy, and 
many others. I got to 
experience what the world 
body of the United Nations 
goes through in trying to fulfill 
their mission of world peace.  
There are two reasons why my 
experiences at NMUN are 
worth talking about, the first 
being the interactions with 
students from Colleges and 
Universities worldwide. The 
notion of knowing that 
Community College students 
can be on the same stage as 
other prestigious schools is 
extremely motivating. 
Secondly, I was lucky enough 
be around peers who are 
members of the Honors Student 
Advisory Committee and who 
introduced me to the Honors 
Program. I had no previous 
knowledge that LAGCC 
offered honors classes or that 
HSAC existed and when I 
learned about it I jumped at the 
opportunity. I decided to take 
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 taking classes at Barnard I can 
say that none of this would 
have been possible if it weren’t 
for all the opportunities 
available at LAGCC. That is 
why I would advise students to 
step out of their comfort zones 
a little and get involved in a 
club or school organization or 
to ask professors and peers   
 
 

to school. At LaGuardia there 
are thousands of students trying 
to get the education they need 
to move up the socioeconomic 
ladder and ensure a better 
future for themselves and that is 
something our community 
should be proud about. It is 
never too late to take advantage 
of the opportunities at 
LaGuardia regardless if it is 
your first semester or your third 
semester.  
 
For information about Model 
United Nations at LaGuardia 
contact Professor Styler: 
dstyler@lagcc.cuny.edu 
 
For information about the 
Intercollegiate Partnership 
(ICP) contact Kevin: 
kevsarcas94@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
 

HOW I LET MY CURIOSITY LEAD ME TO SUCCESS (CONTINUED) 

ADVISE FROM IVY LEAGUE INSIDERS: MICHAEL RIVAS 
AND JHON ORTIZ 

what opportunities are 
available. I no longer walk 
the halls of LaGuardia with 
my head down or feel bad 
when someone asks me 
where I go to school. I no 
longer walk the halls of 
LaGuardia with my head 
down or feel bad when 
someone asks me where I go  

university. I had the absolute 
pleasure and honor of being 
one of those students in the 
summer of 2015 and can say 
that it was an immensely 
rewarding experience. 
Participants are given free 
housing and meals for the 
duration of the program, 
awarded a $500 stipend upon 
conclusion, have an 
opportunity to take classes at 
Barnard College or Columbia 
University free of charge the 
following semester, and have 
a chance to conduct paid 
scientific research at Barnard 
in the summer. All of these 
programs are paid for by the 
Howard Hughes Science 
Pipeline Program. As a 
student who has had the 
amazing opportunity to be a 
part of the ICP and currently 
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Michael Rivas, recently 
accepted to The University of 
Pennsylvania, discusses his 
transfer process. He hopes to 
encourage students to stay 
optimistic and on track.   

The transfer process from a 
community college to a four-
year institution is a very 
strenuous task. When I first 
started at LaGuardia, I had no 
idea where I was going to end 
up. However with the help of 
LaGuardia’s resources I was 
able to find what schools were 
right for me. The Transfer 
Peer Support Network run by 
HSAC was a great resource 
that helped me stay on top of 
the transfer process. Staff and 
faculty are great resources too. 
I don’t think I would have 
applied to all my schools if it 
wasn’t for, Dr. John Chaffee, 
Rafael Tejada and Greg 
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Smith. 

My advice to those who are 
unsure about transfer; apply to 
CUNY and SUNY schools, 
their application processes are 
relatively quick. Private 
school applications are a bit 
more time consuming and 
require writing. So start your 
writing months in advance 
and get your writing revised. 
Some of my essays required 
10 revisions. Last but not 
least, be confident and stay 
optimistic. Applying is the 
only way you’ll know if you 
can get in or not. 

Jhon P. Ortiz was accepted to 
Dartmouth College. Here’s 
what he felt was crucial 
toward his transfer process: 

The aspect that I believe was 
the most important for me to 
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demonstrate I was worthy 
enough to be considered into 
Dartmouth’s program was 
involvement in LaGuardia’s 
activities. Ever since I enrolled 
in LaGuardia, I have been 
involved in about four clubs. 
Among them are HSAC, PTK, 
NMUN, and the UN club. In 
addition, it was very important 
for me to demonstrate my 
motivation for school, and I did 
that by working two part-time 
jobs in the school library and 
ASAP program. These are the 
things that major schools are 
looking for in students: they’re 
very interested in those who are 
able to manage a very busy 
schedule and still maintain a 
high GPA.  

So if students want to 
drastically improve their odds 
of being accepted into major 
universities, it is important to 

4

show early on how motivated 
they are about being 
successful in school. I, for 
example, did this by staying 
up until three in the morning, 
if necessary, to write the 
essay that was due. Another 
aspect about LaGuardia that 
really improved my odds was 
to use the school’s resources. 
I am one of those students 
who find math really, really 
hard — or at least I was. 
When ever I had an 
assignment in my math class 
that I didn’t understand, I 
would spend hours in MB-44, 
the math “room,” where 
they’d help me with any 
problem that I was having 
issues with. Eventually, I 
learned all the rules and don’t 
find the subject as 
challenging anymore! 
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ALUMNI INTERVIEW WITH PROFESSOR GOMBOR 
 BY S A R A H   G A R C I A  

“There are many 
students in 
LaGuardia who 
share the same 
story as me, an 
immigrant, 
coming back to 
college after a 
long gap of not 
being in school.”  
During my first Freshmen 
Seminar class, I met 
Professor Gombor. She 
graduated from LaGuardia 
in 2009 with an Associate’s 
Degree and received her 
Bachelor’s Degree from 
Sarah Lawrence in 2011. I 
had the great privilege to 
have interviewed her about 
her intellectual journey. 

Sarah Garcia: Tell us about 
yourself and how your 
journey at LaGuardia 
started. 
Andrea Gombor: I was born 
in communist Hungary and 
moved to the USA through 
political asylum when I was 
4. I grew up on the border 
between Brooklyn and 
Queens with my parents and 
brother on very low income. 
At 17 I had a beautiful son, 
Joseph and I married his 
father. I started a Liberal 
Arts degree at LaGuardia 
when Joseph was 3, because 
I knew I needed more 
education from years of 
watching my parents 
struggle, but I did not know 
what I wanted to do. After 
my first semester, my son’s 
father and I separated and I 
threw myself into work and 
kept Joseph on campus as 
much as I could. In that 

time, I networked and got 
heavily involved on campus, 
which ultimately lead to my 
transfer.  

SG: What was the transfer 
process like for you and what 
made you decide on studying 
at Sarah Lawrence? 

AG: The process at the time 
was aggravating. I was 
overwhelmed by the many 
projects I was involved in. My 
classes, which were honors, 
and just family chaos. I had 
many people advising me and 
pushing me and I had a lot of 
help. I decided to study at 
Sarah Lawrence because it was 
commutable, and they did not 
require SATs. I had to think 
practically. Before I applied I 
knew nothing about four year 
colleges. When I decided to 
apply I loved what I learned 
about the college. Small 
classrooms and 
interdisciplinary studies really 
attracted me.  

SG: What influenced you to 
study the law?  

AG: I have had several “study 
law” suggestions even when I 
was here studying for my 
undergrad, but I was hesitant. I 
felt like it would be light years  

before I needed to think about 
grad school. When I finished 
my undergrad at Sarah 
Lawrence, I came back to 
LaGuardia to advise and 
eventually teach. Teaching for 
the Business and Technology 
department really opened my 
eyes to Law’s applications and 
pervasive presence, and I felt 
ready to tackle it. I also was 
excited when I learned CUNY 
had a law school. It was 3 
blocks from LaGCC and was 
starting its part time program. 
 
SG: What made you decide to 
stay in CUNY for Law School 
and could you tell us what your 
experience is like studying 
there? 
AG: My experience so far has 
been tremendously 
challenging, but I have to say 
my class of part-time peers are 
incredible people. They are 
faced with equally difficult 
balances between this really 
difficult subject and full-time 
careers and lives. The faculty 
are amazing as well. They have 
made it bearable. I enjoy the 
material but it has been an 
adjustment.  More reading and 
studying than you can fit in a 
planner. For finals, the college 
bring in cute animals to relieve 
stress.   
 
SG: Could you tell us how you 
started teaching the freshmen 
seminar course? 
AG: I was advising students at 
LaGCC when the opportunity 
came to teach this new course 
the college had been 
developing. Through some 
good will and high 
recommendations, I was given 
the opportunity. I took on four 
classes my first semester 
teaching. It was exhilarating 
and I did very well. Students  

were my best teachers and 
motivators. I really believe in 
what the class means for some 
students, and it’s an honor to 
welcome students to LaGCC 
with the First year Seminar. 
 
SG: Would you say that 
teaching has motivated you in 
your studies? 
AG: Knowing that I have 
students who need to see that 
it can be done, and need to 
hear that they can do it too, is 
a motivation for me. I want to 
continue teaching and getting 
more education will help me 
accomplish that. 
 
SG: Why do you think it's 
important to look into 
intellectual curiosities that you 
have?) 
AG: Exploring courses and 
themes is important because 
we do not live in a society that 
separates ideas for us, the way 
a classroom does. It is useful 
to explore, make connections, 
distinctions, and bring 
whatever you learn from your 
exploration back to your 
concentration. Joining a club 
of any kind can teach you how 
to work with a diversity of 
people, how to organize, how 
to delegate, and how to 
motivate. You may not learn 
these skills in an academic 
classroom, but you will need it 
in the real world, no matter the 
profession.  
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(Continued) 

EXPLORING YOUR INTELLECTUAL CURIOSITY  
 
 

BY R A F A E L   T E J A D A 
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Before I allowed myself to 
be curious I was proudly 
pragmatic. I had a plan that 
would assure me success… 
whatever that meant. I 
would choose a college 
major and pursue a career 
that would secure a good 
paying job. I look back at 
that plan and still feel proud 
of it. It was a good, 
practical, and no frills kind 
of plan. The only thing 
missing was the possibility 
of learning anything outside 
of that chosen path. The 
plan was so airtight that it 
allowed no room for 
curiosity. Suddenly I 
questioned if this was what 
college was meant to be. I 
had already held decent 
paying jobs, one as a NYC 
Paramedic. Leaving them 
was a matter of feeling 
unfulfilled, not a lack of 
security. So why did I need 
a college education to get 
another job? I didn’t. I 
needed a college education 
to learn how to learn. I 
accomplished that only 
when I allowed myself to be 
curious.  

When I allowed myself to be 
curious I felt an unfamiliar 
feeling of vulnerability. 
None of my previous life 
plans allowed for much 
vulnerability. They were 
practical, secure, and easy to 
explain to whomever 
inquired. They were 
strategically simple, to 
reduce my concerns and 
those of others. However, 
these plans were designed 
with a poorly defined view 
of success. My definition 
was missing personal 
fulfillment. To be fulfilled 
didn’t fit into my definition 
because it wasn’t neat or 
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clear-cut. Success was 
supposed to translate into a 
universal language that was 
easily recognizable by anyone 
who lays eyes or ears to it. 
Fulfillment had to be explained 
and justified. The justification 
makes you vulnerable. My 
definition of success lacked the 
freedom of curiosity so I threw 
it out and embraced the 
vulnerability. 
 

“My definition of 
success lacked the 
freedom of 
curiosity so I 
threw it out and 
embraced the 
vulnerability”. 
 
What does this curiosity look 
like in a student? For me, it 
was allowing myself to learn 
how to learn and understanding 
that the process didn’t need to 
be neat. Picking a major is of 
little value if you do not open 
yourself up to the learning 
process. Much of the learning I 
experienced during college 
came from embracing the 
process of learning and 
accepting the vulnerabilities 
that followed. This was 
followed by inspiration and an 
intense hunger for the 
humanities and social sciences. 
All of this was facilitated by a 
Liberal arts education. Prior to 
choosing a major I assumed 
the liberal arts were for those 
students who had little idea of 
what career they wanted to 
pursue. Little did I know that 
the liberal arts would facilitate 
the curiosity that would anchor 
me in my chosen field. I loved 
my newfound curiosity so 
much that I transferred to 
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Sarah Lawrence College, a 
small liberal arts college, 
where I continued to dive into 
courses that challenged 
previous notions of learning. 
Learning how to learn became 
the reason why I pursued an 
education. In the process of 
allowing myself to be curious I 
learned how to think. The 
majors and subjects no longer 
held the value of my 
education. The value came 
from the freedom of the 
process of learning and my 
personal intellectual 
development. Since my 
graduation from Sarah 
Lawrence College, I maintain 
constant communication with 
many fellow classmates, 
including those from 
LaGuardia Community 
College. Many of us share the 
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gift of a liberal arts education. 
The difference between us 
exists in the paths we’ve taken 
as individuals – law, medicine, 
social Work, education, 
finance, business, and 
engineering – just to name a 
few. We learned how to learn 
and think after allowing 
ourselves the gift of curiosity.  
 

SUDOKU 
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Have you ever started to 
research for a paper, but 
quickly became overwhelmed 
by the content? It can be 
difficult to dive into a research 
paper when you can’t even get 
through the first paragraph of a 
journal article without 
scratching your head in 
confusion.  This can be a major 
issue when taking subjects that 
are not within our major or not 
within our interests, but are still 
mandatory or prerequisites, 
such as taking an English class 
when mathematics is your 
forte.  
 
Take my class of astronomy, 
for example. Although I have 
an interest in astronomy, the 
physics and mathematics 
behind it are certainly not 
subjects I enjoy. We had to 
present a 4-minute presentation 
on a topic within astronomy; I 
chose String Theory, a 
potential theory that, if proven, 
could explain the origins of the 
universe and be a candidate for 
theory of everything. In 
researching for my 
presentation, I came across 
articles that started like this, 
“String theory postulates that 
all elementary particles in 
nature correspond to different 
vibration states of an 
underlying relativistic string. In 
the quantum theory both the 
frequencies and the amplitudes 
of vibration are quantized, so 
that the quantum states of 
a string are discrete”. Those 
two sentences are enough to 
scare any English or 
Humanities major (or anyone 
to be honest)!  
 
These are what I call 
inaccessible sources; sources 
that cannot be utilized by 
people outside the field in 

EXPLORING ALTERNATIVE RESEARCH MEDIUMS Etiam 
(Continued) 
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which the source is published. 
Although I was slightly 
deterred, I knew of a little 
website called TED.com which 
– to my surprise and happiness  
– had several talks on string 
theory. Brian Greene is a 
physicist whose expertise is 
string theory, but he is well 
known for explaining the 
theory for people outside of the 
field.  
 
His talk and this resource were 
great for helping me 
understand the fundamentals of 
string theory. TED talks, 
podcasts and other 
comprehensible sources are 
what I call accessible sources; 
accessible sources; these can be 
understood and enjoyed by a 
wide range of people, including 
students. For podcasts, the 
accessibility is two-fold; not 
only are they easy to 
understand, but they are free 
and can be listened to on the go 
with the click of a button. 
Why do academics use such 
jargon when they write their 
academic journals? One idea is 
that they write in such a way as 
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to impress their own peers in 
the field, which certainly isn’t 
helpful for a liberal arts student 
taking astronomy. Another 
reason is that academic journals 
are first and foremost intended 
for other experts in the field 
(unfortunately) and the jargon 
allows academics to simply 
band together large ideas at the 
beginning of the article that 
will be expanded later. This 
why it is important to first 
familiarize ourselves with the 
topic by utilizing these 
accessible resources.  
 
While we gather a 
basic understanding 
of a field through ted 
talks, podcasts or 
even youtube, we 
simultaneously build 
our confidence to 
then delve into the 
more complex 
articles to use in 
research papers and 
essays.  
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It is often that the jargon in 
the articles is also found in 
the accessible sources but in a 
more user-friendly way 
which means you will be able 
to read between the lines in 
the articles. Using accessible 
sources is not just helpful; it 
can be entertaining too! Ted 
talks especially are meant to 
cater to a big audience 
therefore you will find that 
the speakers are very 
charismatic and energetic in 
order to engage you 
 
We have all been in the 
position of stress and anxiety 
because of a subject that 
makes no sense! Next time, 
before you start tearing your 
hair out, start by using 
accessible resources for your 
preliminary research. There is 
an abundance of sources so 
don’t feel discouraged or 
scared if you are going into 
your own unchartered 
intellectual territory; embrace 
the challenge and you might 
just discover something that 
you never thought would be 
interesting or mentally 
stimulating! 



 

 

1

Twenty-three years and I 
have never really seen 
America. All I had ever seen 
has been the tall, magnificent 
buildings of New York City 
that have defined my 
existence. I’ve never once 
complained. Speeding 
through that bumpy road 
towards Ithaca, NY was an 
unforgettable experience in 
itself. I was amazed by 
endless acres of presumably 
dead and useless land. It all 
seemed too gloomy. The trees 
looked ancient, as if they had 
been there since the dawn of 
time. The palette was an 
eternal fall. The cows were 
painted onto the landscape. 
Weary, broken down houses 
straight out of your favorite 
horror film. I knew the 
season was to blame, but the 
thought of all this changing 
into a completely different 
setting every couple of 
months seemed surreal. I 
never once imagined that any 
of this even existed. Rural 
America had been a myth to 
me until that morning.  
“Cornell University was 
inaugurated in 1868, at the 
break of the Civil War, Ezra 
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Cornell, farmer and 
businessman, was determined 
to make a difference in 
university education,” the 
presenter proudly began. She 
seemed pleased. We 
(LaGuardia HSAC members) 
sat together with Luce 
Program participants in a 
comfy, moderate-sized 
presentation room. We each 
received a detailed handout 
highlighting transfer 
admission 

information and a Cornell 
sticker. The outside of the 
admissions building was 
painted in Cornell carnelian, a 
traditional structure much like 
the buildings surrounding it. 
The presenter continued 
praising the co-founder: 
“Ezra’s education had been 
from Yale, but the man 
wanted change, since its 
inception, Cornell has been an 
institution where any person 
can find instruction in any 
study. Cornell University was 
one of the first to admit 
women!” The University has 
definitely developed a firm 
establishment since then: 
14,000 undergraduates, 37% 

HSAC GOES TO CORNELL UNIVERSITY 
BY J O N A T H A N   M O R A L E S  
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multicultural; need-based 
financial aid; 4,000 courses; 
and around 100 academic 
departments. The fact that 
financial aid covers almost all 
expenses if eligible was 
undeniably invaluable. 
 
Being a prospective transfer 
student, and speaking with 
colleagues, I know for a fact 
that our greatest fear is the 
cost of education. I stay up at 
night sometimes wondering if 
I’d plunge into debt for an 
education. Would I even have 
a job when I graduate? It’s a 
haunting thought. Cornell 
made it clear that the fear of 
debt could be erased from our 
minds if accepted. I felt a 
security, motivated and safe. 
The University is comprised 
of seven colleges, which range 
from ‘Agriculture and Life 
Sciences’ to ‘Hotel 
Administration,’ each with 
their own special 
requirements. Once you are 
accepted into one, you have 
access to all. This means that 
once you have decided on a 
major  you would be granted 
flexibility between the seven 
colleges and The presenter 
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continued, reviewing major 
specifics, and then she topped 
everything she had previously 
said in one short breath: “73% 
of classes have fewer than 30 
students.” I swear I don’t 
think I’ve ever grinned in 
public as hard as I did after 
hearing that. Here at 
LaGuardia. Professors seem 
attentive, interested, and 
overall it’s a more genuine 
and personal experience. The 
thought of continuing this at a 
4-year institution was 
unreal.  Of course, Cornell 
expects the standard 3.5 GPA 
and magnificent Common 
Transfer coordinators showed 
willingness to communicate 
and share contact information. 
They expressed their 
happiness in discussing 
particulars with prospect 
transfers. I wrote down all the 
information I could, stuck all 
the handouts into my 
carnelian folder, and followed 
through for the next part of 
the tour.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
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THE$HONORS$STUDENT$ADVISORY$COMMITTEE$(HSAC)$ PRESENTS:!

General Financial Aid 
Information Session 

 
Space is very limited! 

RSVP to: 
honorsprog@gmail.com!

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us for our information 

session on financial aid 

Don’t let financial struggles hold you back 

from achieving your dreams! 

 

 
 
 

 
  
 

Room B-147 from  

 
The Honors Student Advisory Committee (HSAC) 
Office: M-222 B, C, & F Phone: 718-482-5225 
Email:   honorsprog@gmail.com 

HSAC Website: www.laguardiahonors.com 

!

Special Guest from Kaplan Educational Foundation: 
 Nancy Lee Sánchez, Executive Director 
 Ayania Wellington, Program Associate 
 

Wednesday, May 11th 2016 
!

2:30PM, Room E147 
 

Second Annual Financial Aid Workshop 

UPCOMING EVENTS (CONTINUED) 


